
Last month I had a whirlwind trip to Washington, DC 
where I learned much, spent time with existing and new 
friends in the industry and had fun too! The trip was full 
with non-stop events at CEA and on Capitol Hill. 

On May 10th, 2011, I attended the second annual 
CES on the Hill at the historic Eastern Market on DC’s 
Capitol Hill, drawing a large crowd of Congressional and 
lobbying staffers, as well as other DC professionals. The 
event showcased the latest innovations from 2011 CES 

e x h i b i t o r s 
i n c l u d i n g 
A u d i o v o x , 
Best Buy, 
Google, HTC, 
M i c r o s o f t , 
Panason ic , 
Qua lcomm, 
Samsung and 
Sony. Many of 
the products 
on display 
to the more 

than 400 attendees demonstrated how technology 
benefits consumers, as well as the importance of pro-
innovation policies that support broadband deployment, 
environmentally sustainable technologies, safe driving 
and accessibility. My take-away is technology is 
ubiquitous in every facet of our lives and can enhance all 
aspects including social, medical, safety and economics. 
It’s advancing fast, constantly changing and opportunities 
abound. I suggest you track what’s developing and take 
advantage of what you see happening.

The next morning I visited CEA headquarters for the 
TechHome Board of Directors meeting, something 
I am passionate about and have been involved in for 
numerous years. Wow, this group is making things 

“...Network in the industry 
                          and make a difference.”
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happen with velocity! Under the leadership and direction 
of the impressive CEA staff, and focusing on TechHome’s 
mission “to increase sales and support of professionally 
installed home technology products,” we explored the 
evolving TechHome landscape. Looking into the future, 
categories of technologies and opportunities were 
identified. CEA, working with TechHome, will move 
these forward with research and awareness, creating 
opportunities in the industry. I was also able to sit in 
on the CEA Board of Industry Leaders meeting and 
again, I say wow, there’s so much happening with many 
different opportunities. If you are not a member of CEA 
(www.ce.org/Membership), I highly recommend you join 
and get involved. There is no better way to learn what’s 
happening today and on the horizon, network in the 
industry and make a difference. 

In the afternoon an impressive contingent of 40+ CE 
enthusiasts headed to Capitol Hill and lobbied. What 
an experience to be a part of this impressive group and 
participate in our government at work. CEA staff had 
arranged meetings with our 
local congressmen and led us in 
groups of 3-4  to these events. 
Key topics presented ranged 
from the spectrum shortage, 
pending trade agreements, 
electronics recycling, Energy 
Star reform and economy 
and related issues. I met with 
Congressman Bill Huizenga 
of my district and he was 
interested to learn about my 
concerns and even asked if he 
could visit my company. When 
he does visit, I look forward to 
sharing the news with you! This was such an enlightening 
experience that emphasized how  every person can 
make a difference. So speak up, get involved and cause 
things to happen.
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http://www.ce.org/AboutCEA/CEAInitiatives/techhome.asp


That evening I attended the seventh annual CEA Digital 
Patriots Dinner at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, 
an impressive masterpiece of American architecture. 
CEA honored Dr. Robert E. Kahn, CEO and president 
of the Corporation for National Research Initiatives 
(CNRI), Sen. Tom A. Coburn, M.D. (R-OK) and Rep. 
Anna G. Eshoo (D-CA) for their support of technology 
innovation. CEA President and CEO Gary Shapiro 
welcomed each honoree to the stage with a video tribute 
featuring industry leaders and top government officials, 

and noted that 
innovation and 
t e c h n o l o g y 
advancement 
will continue to 
make America 
strong. He 
commended 
the evening’s 
honorees for 
their vision for 

America’s future. “Tonight we honor those who share 
our passion for innovation,” said Shapiro. “These three 
leaders are doing important work that strengthens our 
country and helps us compete in the global economy.” 

Internet Pioneer Dr. Robert E. Kahn is Honored by Gary 
Shapiro, CEO of CEA, at the Digital Patriots Dinner

My favorite was Dr. Kahn, one of the co-designers of 
TCP/IP Internet network. He shared that the next big 
thing will be “tags” where content will not be found by its 
physical location using an IP address, but by a tag linked 
to the content and the content can reside anywhere. 
Cloud computing here we come!

It’s a juggling act to balance work and industry trips 
like this, but I always come home saying it was well 
worth it with the insights I gain and I am eager to share 
them with the Bedrock Learning community. Consumer 
electronics, technology and integration are the future and 
CEA is at the forefront with the Innovation Movement. I 
invite you to join me and be a part of the digital revolution 
and Innovation Movement.

    Helen
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